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Demonism
1 lae town of Hugli was not properly part of Portuguese Asia, It
did not come into the scheme of that line of fortresses from Aden
to Malacca and beyond, with Goa as their central point, which
guarded the flow of trade from Asia to Europe. It was not a fort at
all nor was it subject to the jurisdiction of the Viceroy of Goa,
Though a Portuguese settlement of importance, its creation was
rather a private venture, and the trade it handled was Asiatic
trade, that is to say, the exchange of one kind of Asiatic product
for another, not the exchange of Asiatic for European commo-
dities. Such trade was later called by the English the country trade.
Hugli came into existence in the most natural way. With the
establishment of the Mughal capital in Upper India in the middle
of the sixteenth century — a rich and luxurious Court, and like all
such societies with a liking for novelties — there arose a brisk
demand for certain Chinese luxury products, like porcelain, jade?
silk, and embroideries. The Moslem traders, who had previously
supplied these goods, having been driven off the sea, a lucrative
opening awaited any Portuguese merchants with the enterprise to
provide what the Court wanted.
This opening was not taken up by the Lisbon merchants who
handled the commerce between East and West. But adventurers
saw their chance. They began in a small way. Sailing into the
Braces of Bengala and past Hijli, they obtained permission from
the local authorities at the village, afterwards to be the town, of
Hugli, to unload their cargoes and erect warehouses. The articles
they brought were calculated to attract the attention of the Court5
and in due course did attract it, the Emperor Akbar in 1577 send-
ing for the leading Portuguese merchant adventurer of the day, a
gentleman by the name of Pedro Tavares. It was the perfect busi-
ness opportunity and Tavares made full use of it. He guaranteed
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